PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
scribing the origin and history of the ritual supersti-
tion. I gave Munz my opinion of the matter, and he
published it in Neue Freie Presse. That landed me in
the thick of the fray. The Viennese anti-semites
incited the Czech nationalist and clerical Press to
attack me. Naturally I had to defend myself; having
taken the first step I had to go on. To do this I had
to study criminology and physiology, on both of
which I published detailed articles. I travelled to
Polna to inspect the scene of the crime and its sur-
roundings. And then they said that I had been paid
to do it by the Jews. Students and non-students came
to my University lectures to shout me down. When
they did that I chalked up a protest on the black-
board against the absurd calumny, and challenged
my hearers to come to iny house and substantiate it,
giving reasons for their demonstration; one single
student arrived that afternoon to answer my chal-
lenge, a slim, pleasant-faced young man who later
became known as the poet Otakar Theer. So that
my detractors might not imagine that I was afraid
of them, I went the rounds of the whole lecture hall
and challenged each to argument, but none of them
dared. And what do~you think? The University,
instead of taking a strong stand and restoring order,
actually suspended  my lectures for a fortnight!
That evening the crowd came to my house; I was
in bed with a chill, so my wife went out to them.